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HOSPITAL PROFILES — DR. ROBERT LEE PATTERSON, JR. 


We finally cornered Dr. Robert Lee Patterson, Jr., the other 
day and he was radiating his customary southern charm and 
exuberance until he found out that we were after an interview. 
His reaction to that was acute, intense and rapid. In his own 
inimitable fashion he insisted that there was nothing about him 
that would make good reading and made a rapid exit. Lightening 
might be faster but I doubt it. 


Research reveals that Dr. Robert Lee (as he is often affection- 
ately called - with or without his knowledge) was born in Athens, 
Ga. on February 9th, the youngest of five children. Unlike his 
brother Dr. Russel H. Patterson he had no early notion of study- 
ing medicine. He attended the public schools of Athens and later 
the University of Georgia, where, in addition to his other scholar- 
ly achievements he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and was graduated 
from the University of Georgia in 1928. At that time it was his 
intention to become a Minister. (Can't you just see him expound- 
Y.. ing to a congregation and emphasizing his remarks with gestures?). 
Dr. Patterson says that he still has no idea what made him decide 
in favor of medicine instead of theology. 


Having reached this important decision he proceeded to Harvard Medical School where he 
received his M.D. degree in 1932 and his first appointment was that of Surgical Intern 
under the famous Dr. Harvey Cushing at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, Boston. He chose 
Orthopedic Surgery as his speciality and began his long training towards this goal as 
Resident at Childrens Hospital, Bostoa in 1933 and followed this by an Orthopedic Residency 
at Massechusetts General Hospital from 1934 to 1935. He then had six months training at 
Boston City Hospital in Traumatic Neurosurgery. The year of 1935 to 1936 he spent at 
Presbyterian Hospital in New York as an Orthopedic Resident on the Fracture Service. Thus 
in 1936 he had completed his required training and was ready to start his private practice. 


Dr. Patterson's extra curricular activities were many but his chief interest was tennis and 
a reliable source informs us that he has played with the most important players in both 
Europe and America and they found him to be a formidable opponent. However, his private 
practice has kept him so busy that even though they have a fine grass court at his Mount 
Kisco home he no longer has mich time for tennis. 


In 1937 Dr. Patterson met and married the charming Margaret Sloane. They are now the proud 
parents of Nancy aged 11, Frances aged 9 and Robert aged 34. Dr. and Mrs, Patterson divide 


Re 


their time between New York and Mount Kisco where they have recently built 4 new.home. 
Dr. Robert Lee helped to supervise its construction and every spare moment, it is said, 
he spent dashing out to Mount Kisco. We have a mental picture of him darting from cement 
mixers to carpenters watching just how each procedure was done! Someone has suggested 
that that was one project where the builders did not delay, linger and wait!!! 


Dr. Patterson had a distinguished career in World War II where he served for four years 
from 1942 to 1946. He was commissioned with the rank of Captain and rose to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. His tour of duty began at the 2nd General Hospital, Fort Lee, Maryland 
and included Oxford, England and Nancy, France. He was the Consultant in charge of the 

4th Service Command at Atlanta and was relieved by our own Colonel T. Campbell Thompson. 
Dr. Patterson was decorated with three Battle Stars and the Legion of Merit. 


It would be more interesting to hear from Dr. Patterson himself how he ran into Dr. Charles 
Herndon and Dr. Michael Donavan (two of our well remembered alumni) and how he maneuvered 
it so that they were both attached to his unit! 


It is interesting to note that the bars worn by Dr. Robert Lee all during his four years 

of service were the ones worn by his grandfather in the Spanish American War. Dr. Patterson's 
sister was the first woman to be in charge of the W.A.C.S. in Germany. She is now Captain 
of the Field Office, Orientation Branch, Washington, D.C. 


He joined the Staff of our hospital in 1936 as Visiting Surgeon to the Out Patient Depart- 
ment. In 1941 he became Assistant Orthopedic Surgeon and in 1946 Associate Attending 
Orthopedic Surgeon. He is the Attending Consulting Orthopedic Surgeon to the Veterans 
Administration and is a member of the A.4.0.5., A.M.A., and the A.OR.?PA. 


This statistical review does very little to really describe the sort of special person 
that Dr. Patterson is, He is never too busy to approach and his warm and genial personality 
and his keen sense of humour endear him to all who know him. 


K.B. 


PHYSICAL THERAPY 


There have been no arrivals or departures to announce in our department this month, 

so I shall devote a few sentences to some general ramblings from Physio. 

The government of New York State has been kind enough to honour our Profession by 

setting a new examination. If we successfully pass this examination we get a license 

to be Physical Therapists. So it is that many of our number have returned to the books 

and the long forgotten atmosphere of the class room. Tuesday and Thursday evenings find 
this happy group, under the tutelage of Dr. Hansson, joyfully pondering the intricacies 

of Short Wave Diathermy etc. It certainly is a shame that a few of us, due to geographical 
mischance and through no fault of our own, ere ineligible to take this desirable exemina- 
tion. In the meantime, Miss Steinhardt is having an opportunity to enlarge her education 
in a branch of knowledge which is not likely to benefit her greatly on the forthcoming 
license examinetion. This knowledge is being gained through her work on Ward 5 Maternity D 
which may be better known to some as a polio ward. Last year was undoubtedly a bumper year: 
for polio, but this is a prolific one. 


J M.B. 
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ORTHOPEDIC RESIDENTS: 


Oh hum, work is the curse of the drinking classes! 


Senor Doctor Karlos Khoury, Deen of the U.N. gethering at the'R and C"has been kind 
enough again to pause between drops of perspiration on the Scoliosis Service 
(suggested new interpretation for H.S.S.) to bring us up to date on more distinguished 


recent visitors from abroad: 


From Madrid, Spain, Doctor Vincenti Santi Montagut, who has been associated with the 
well-known Doctor Gimenez and Professor Arguelles (the latter wrote an authorative 

treatise on Pathology in Fractures). (I only know what I read in the newspapers and Dr. 
Dean Khoury tells me.) Doctor Santi spent a lot of time eround the hospital. Finally, 

one day at conference, he could be an observer no longer; we were discussing bone cysts, 
one of his pet subjects. He sprang to his feet end disappeared at the blackboard in a 
shower of"chauck" dust and diagrams and delivered in Spanish an excellent oration about his 
cystic experience. Doctor Thompson, we found, could switch over to Spanish et the drop of 
a golf ball, and so the whole L'affaire went into the upper strata with a few of us groping 
our way out of the chamber in search of a Spanish-English dictionary, or two. It seems you 


never know when...... 


From Rio de Janiero, where as Doctor Harris says, "I'm from Brazil where the nuts come from", 
(and that applies to Dr. Harris), we have recently been fortunate in meeting Doctor Danulo 
Concalves who spent a fortnight watching work eround the hospital. 


From Paris, France, (not Kentucky), Doctor Pierre Bertrand, was seen frequently in the 
O.R. and plaster room lest month, often in company with the now fabulous Dean mentioned 
above. He has been an associate of the well-known Doctor Leveuf who wrote extensively about 


Dislocations of the Hip. 


The former resident, Doctor Gomes, flew in from Portugal the other day for Alumni Day; he 
came directly to conference that norning without having slept any the night before, which 
shows you what an eager-beaver he was. (Glad I wasn't his junior! It's bad enough working 
for Dr. Milligan who has moved his home base right into the hospital.) 


Alumni Day was a good chance for the present residents to meet the graduates to hear some excel- 
lent speeches, end to have free drinks and good food et the Biltmore, thanks to the 

hospitality of Dr. Wilson and Dr. Wagner. It was impressive to see that Alumni Day meant 
enough to busy men to draw them all the way to New York for a one-day session from places 

like Louisville, Ky., Philedelphia, Hartford etc., not to mention Canada and Portugal. 


Raa 


AMONG OURSELVES 


The sixth floor hes been doing its share of globe trotting lately. Miss Olga 

Federico of the Research Laboratory has returned after a month's trip to Europe in 
which she managed to cover quite a bit of territory including France, Italy and Spain. 
Her visit to Rome was highlighted by not one but two audiences with His Holiness the 
Pope. Her description of Capri makes us want to take off at once “+ Mrs. Wefers is 
taking time out from her tennis to jaunt back and forth to New Paltz, N.Y. where her 
daughter Joanne is a Freshman at New Paltz State College. *#* The Metropolitan is 
proudly announcing the opening of its new season but it has nothing on us. One of our 
Secretaries whose voice may well make the Met. look to its laurels hes decided to take 
more voice lessons, We have another soprano, too, so any time Mr. Bing has a vacancy he 
can just call R. & C. *** Miss Olivia Saviano, secretary to Dr. Freyberg announced her 
engagement on October 26th to Mr. Phil McGinness of Tuckehoe, N.Y. No date has been set 
for the wedding. We all wish them both every happiness. 


ALUMNI NEWS 


Friday, November lOth was Alumni Day st the hospital and we were all 
glad to welcome back so many of our former residents and fellows. Nearly one 
hundred men attended the Scientific Session held during the day. Luncheon in 
the hospital was followed by the annuel business meeting which in turn was 
followed by Dr. Burr Curtis! paper on "The Back as an Organ of Function." 
Dinner et the Hotel Biltmore rounded out the program, and this reporter is 
indebted to Tommy Cannon and Kim Barrett for the following news which, though 
scanty, is all they could dig up for our resders. 


Dr. Thomas Moylan, Resident in 1924, was back from Hartford for his first 
Alumni meeting in all these yeers. Dr. Moylan said he was much impressed with the 
efficient way the hospital is now being administered «nd with all the changes since 
he was a resident here. He remembered Miss McCullough in the X-ray Department, 
Mrs. Donohue (whom he recalled as Miss Murray), and Mrs. Williams emong the old- 
timers on our staff. Also down from Hartford came Drs. Larrabee, Curtis, 
Butterfield, Turco, Lankin and Russo - more recent residents and known to most 
of us. 


Dr. Gale Borden reports that he is busy these days at St. Cherles' 
Hospital in Port Jefferson, and that he hes acquired three boats‘ which keep him 
busy on off hours. 


Dr. Lynn Callin made his usuel first call on Mrs. Dermady in the Admitting 
Office, and Dr. Kenneth Cooley was also in from Rochester with his charming wife. 


Dr. Manuel Gomes reports that he has another baby boy, end that he 
would like to have us send him copies of the Record and Chronicle. (Mail Depart- 
ment better check on the postage to Portugal.) 


Dr. Fdward Gallie brought back memories of 1905 when, at the Alumni 
Dinner, he reminded the boys that he recalled the days when Dr. Armitege Whitman 
used to be taken on rounds with his father (Dr. Royal Whitmen) while in knee 
britches. Among Dr. Gallie's former pupils at the dinner were Dr. Norman Higinbotham 
and Dr. Ross Campbell. 


Dr. Clarence Cook was here from Eoston where he reports everything is fine 
at Boston City Hospital. 


While here from Detroit, Dr. Frank Purcell said hello to Miss Clerk of 
the Physiotherapy Department who formerly worked with Dr. Purcell in Detroit. 


When pressed for further news, Tommy Cannon reported that Dr. John 
Flanagen saw to it this year that fish was on the menu for dinner; that the only 
unlucky person 6t the dinner was Dr. Allen Abrahams who was called on an emergency 
in the middle of the meal; and thet, best of all, many of the residents read with 
enjoyment copies of the Record and Chronicle which the Editor thoughtfully provided 
for them. 


P.S. Late Flash! Apparently we neglected to report that music for the 
Alwnni Dinner was provided by Dr. Wainerdi accompanied by Dr. Rogoff. There's more 
hidden talent on our staff that we never hear about!! 


THE NIGHTINGALES CHIRP THAT: 


"Tiffany's" has come to H.S.S. Darrell Hess, patient in Room 41, has set up shop, selling 
costume jewellery. We hope his enterprise proves profitable.*** Marlene Dietrich has a rival! 
Who? None other than our Dr. Campbell. Heavens no! Not his legs -—- his musical saw. Whatta 
musician! *** The old west certainly drew our specials this summer. Mrs. Johanna Reinhard 
and Miss B. Hoch are back in the Private Duty Corral after riding the range over Colorado, 
Arizona, and California. Welcome home, pardners. *** Miss Anne Herley is back after 
rubbing elbows with the European gentry. She had a wonderful trip but the old U.S.A.looked 
mighty good to her on her return. *** We're glad to have Miss Evans back. We were beginning 
to think she was part of the Marshall Plan, *** What little Latin secretary has been roped 
in by a bit of the old sod? *** How did Cleopatra keep warm on the night Anthony took her 
to the ball? Was it the woolly wig? ** Congratulations, Miss Hinman. Hope you will enjoy 
one flight up with the men. *** We've heard that on the fourth floor your future may be 
unfolded by a reader of the tea leaves. This is one field Arthur Godfrey's hasn't invaded 
for Lipton's yet, but the bets are that he'll have our gypsy under contract before long. 
Can't you just see the slogan, "For better futures read Lipton's tea leaves." ***We were very 
glad to see Miss O'Connor and Mrs. Mumma back on duty again. *** The Rotary Club gave another 
of its grand parties to the children on 3C. They showed a Charlie Chaplin film after the 
festivities of icecream, cake, end party hats. Question: Who needed the 50mgm of Demerol 
the most? Dr. Campbell, Mrs. Madden, or the patient of 5D who almost presented us with a 621bs. 
baby boy the evening of November 9th. *** Sorry to have two of our steff leave us. Mrs. Ruth 
Green of 6B and Mrs. Cecilia Colaneri of the Plaster Room. Both plan to reign henceforth as 
domestic queens of their homes. Best wishes from your friends at H.S.S. *** Best of luck to 
Miss Brady in her new apartment. Maybe she can borrow some of iss Bell's recipes, + Amy 
Oberempt of our O.R. staff has been hospitalized on P.P.3. She is now doing quite well and 
we hope she continues to improve.***Miss Dorothy Quasdorf, we hear, was given a surprise 
"Waffle Supper" at the Nurses' Residence by Miss Helen Perrin. The description of the 
delicious refreshments and lovely table sounded to us like a grand party. *%* Wo have spoken 
often of happy brides in our group. Now may we announce we have a happy groom - Woodrow of 
5D, who is not exactly a little nightingdale, but nevertheless carries a lamp, was married 
November the llth. We hear the staff and patients presented him with a lovely wedding gift. 
A happy new life to you, Woodrow. *#** Jack Carter of TV fame came to visit and entertain our 
children on 3C on Sunday, October 29th. The children enjoyed tne Halloween fun and goodies 
provided. 
D.S. and K.ii. 
SHR 


THUMBNAIL SKETCHES OF H.S.S. RESIDENTS. 


Dr. William Bradford Bissell was born in Manhattan December 19th, 1923 and went to Yale 
University and to New York Medical College. He received his Medical Degree in 1948 at 
Flower Fifth Avenue Hospital. He was at St. Francis Hospital anc now is with the Surgical 
Service here. His marital status? SINGLE. No children. He is 5'11" and has blue eyes 


end blond hair. 


Dr. Charles Frederick Dyer was born June 15th, 1923 in New London, Connecticut. He fre- 


qguented the local grade school, Jennings Grammer end Bulkley High School and then went on 

to Tufts - Boston, Massachusetts. From there, on Jaénuery lst, 1944 to present he went to 
Cornell Medical School, except for one year with the Cincinnati Post-Graduate School of 
Surgery. If the Navy doesn't request (?) his presence first, he'll be around to celebrate 
New Year's with us. His maritial status? MARRIED. No children. He is 5'83" and has 


blue eyes end blond hair. 


Dr.John Joseph Milligan was born October 23rd, 1918 in Montgomery, Alabama. He went to 
Loretta Academy in Baltimore and his medical education at the University of Alabama and 
Baylor Medical School in Texas - spending two years at each. He is now the Chief Resident 
on the Children's Orthopedic Service. His martial status? MARRIED. Two children. JHe is 


5'105", has green eyes and dark brown hair. aes 
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C RAL PALSY CLINIC 


At the Cerebral Palsy Clinic we spent a very umeventful month, just keeping our noses to 
the grindstone. Election Day came in quite handy: our noses were getting sore from 


so much daily grinding. 


There were two highlights this past month. We attended lectures by Dr. Kurt Goldstein who 
Spoke specifically about hemiplegic aphasics, but generally about the brain injured patient. 
Our speech therapist made a flying trip to Buffalo, New York, to attend a Speech Institute 
on Cerebral Palsy. She was particularly impressed with the diagnostic techniques demonstrated 
by Dr. Harold Westlake. 


We feel almost guilty toward the Record and Chronicle and its readers for we are, as yet, 
unable to keep our promise made in last month's issue to introduce new staff members to you. 
We suffer pangs of conscience and won't promise anything this time. There still is a shortage 
of trained therapists, it seems, or could it be that we old-timers are sending prospective 
newcomers running? 


During the first half of November there will be a series of delectable lectures, end demon- 
strations, as part of a Cerebral Palsy Institute sponsored by the Coordinating Council for 

Cerebrel Palsy. Some lectures will be given at H.S.S., but most of the meetings will be at 
the Academy of Medicine, which is a good place for medical meetings, but it's a trifle too 

far for us to trot over and gather some wisdom while awaiting a tardy patient. 


Excuse us, the late comer just arrived. Back to the grindstone. Happy Thanksgiving, end 
don't let the turkey get you down! 


L.M. & L.D. 


PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 


One cannot judge a book by its cover and likewise one cannot realize the life of a hospital 
employee, until one becomes part of it. I believe, however, that the real pleasures of e 
hospital typist in the Furchasing Department cannot be achieved except at "our" Hospitel of 


Special Surgery. 
M.J. 
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DIETARY NEWS; 


Miss D. Bell - Chief Dietitien and Miss L. Rose, Theraputic Dietitian attended the American 
Dietitic Association Convention in Washington. D.C. *** Miss Ruth Hansen spent last weekend 
with her brother and his family at Greenport, N.Y. *** Miss Ann Rosaly, Miss Mattie Shepherd 
and Miss Ethel Robinson have recently joined the Dietary Staff. 


E.D. 
LIBERO EHH 


RECORD ROOM 


Two new additions to the Record Room Clen are Miss Judith Barbour and Miss RoSe Germano. 
Lengthy stay!!t! On Sundey afternoon, Cctober 15th, 1950, Miss Lee Morrison became the 
very lovely bride of Mr. Ira Mayerson. The bride wore chantilly lace and carried white 
orchids on a prayer book. Mrs. Mayerson returned to her position as Ass't. Medical Record 
Librarian after a short honeymoon through New York State. 


C.S.M. 


SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES 


The social season opened with a grand fanfare this year: Verdi's Don Carlo made 

its first appearance in many years at the Metropolitan and the dancing white horses 

of the Vienna School took the Horse Show by storm. Society women in their sables and 
glittering jewels were just too too thrilled with these performances -- but none so 
thrilled as our Mrs. Young who sold her White Plains home to move into the brand-new, 
swanky Manhattan House. As you all know, this edifice is the latest word in modern 
architecture with its glittering glass-enclosed foyers and spacious, modernly equipped 
apartments with large-sized balconies. In a weak moment, Gerry succumbed to the pressure 
brought upon her by the staff and invited us all for a buffet supper. Eighteen of us 
invaded this Shangri-la and our mimmbers were hardly noticeabie in the ingenisusly planned 
outlay. All the newest gadgets that make for easy living and comfortable housekeeping 
are available, even to a built-in dishwasher in the kitchen and a letterdrop in the hallway. 
Warm wishes to you, Gerry and Ken, for much happiness and good health in your lovely new 


home. 


Word reaches us from Aix-le-Bain that Marge Jones is working with polio patients. Along 
with her own duties, she is assisting in therapy—taking the patients for pool treatments, 
etc. She goes days without hearing her mother tongue and finds group conversations quite 
a challenge, because the flow of words is often all too rapid for immediate comprehension, 
However, knowing Marge, we are quite sure this handicap will soon be overcome. 


We were sorry tc receive Mrs. Roshuk's resignation from the department because, as each 
day disclosed a new facet of her personality, we were being drawn closer and closer to 
here We hope she will find satisfaction in the kind of work she is particularly interested 


Me 
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VOLUNTEERS 


The Volunteer Department has entirely recovered from its difficulties in September. It is 
doing its accustomed efficient service, thanks to the wonderful cooperation of the volunteers. 
They have given generously - 1242.45 hours of service - for the month of October, 


Mrs. Elms and the Department welcome our new assistant Mrs. Edward McCabe. Mrs. McCabe 

comes to us with much valuable experience plus a pleasant, kindly disposition with understand- 
ing of both personnel and patients. Mrs. McCabe served for four years in St. Clare's Hospital, 
New York, and 3 years divided between the Garfield and Casualty Hospitals in Washington, D.C. 
during the war. She already has become attached to H.S.S. ana says it is such a friendly 
atmosphere with everything running so smoothly and such interesting work. 


TBR 


HOUSEKEEPING 


The Hospitel very graciously gave a lovely Tea on Monday, November 6th to Julia Gilbert, 
maid on Private Pavilion 3, before she left here to make her home in Englend. We all 

hope she will be very happy there. We want to take this opportunity to thank all those 

who contributed to present her with a lovely set of luggage and handbag. Julia has long 
been connected with the Hospital for Speciel Surgery. She met her husband here who was one 
of our bakers. Her son, fifteen yeers old, who is majoring in music, ettended the Tea and 
was thrilled to be presented with a wallet. Julia will be missed for she was loved by all 


who knew her. A.M. 


HOO 


